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This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, orga-
nized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 de-
server special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would 
have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The Louisville 
Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the in-
formation for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   



1955 
 

McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:  Officially started in 1955, with its first Chief being John 
Westerman who had retired from the St. Matthews Fire Department.  Their first fire-house was 
built on land at 3118 Hunsinger Lane, donated by Mr. Roy F. McMahan  In 1956 they received 
their first fire truck, a 1955 Ford Seagrave 500 gpm pumper. 
 

The Following arti-
cles are from The 
Voice Of St. Mat-
thews: 
 
 

 
 
 

March 31, 1955 

March 17, 1955 

 
March 24, 1955 

April 14, 1955 
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:        The Following articles are from The Voice Of St. Mat-
thews: 

 

 

 
 
 

April 28, 1955 

 
May 19, 1955 
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:        The Following articles are from The Voice Of St. Mat-
thews: 

 
 

 
 
 

June 9, 1955 

June 30, 1955 

April 26, 1956 
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:        Information from  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In February of 1955, Daniel Boone, coordina-
tor for the Jefferson County Volunteer fire-
men, addressed the Board of Trustees of the City of St. Regis Park regarding their concerns for fire protection, as their 
City was outside the 3 mile limits of existing fire stations at Lyndon, St. Matthews and Jeffersontown. He proposed that 
financial assistance for a Fire Department would be solicited from the County and the 5 small cities within the proposed pro-
tection area. He estimated the cost for this service to be $17 the first year per home owner and $5 there after. He proposed that 
these costs would more than be made up in a sav ings of at least $38 per year on fire insur-ance for each home 
owner. He proposed that the Fire Department would be owned and manned by the Jeffersontown Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and that it would be up and running by July 1st of 1955. Finally, he proposed a town meeting to be held at 
the Melbourne Heights School to determine if the residents of this community were truly interested in forming a Fire Depart-
ment. 
 

On March 22, 1955, a meeting was held at the Melbourne Heights School to consider a fire station for the 1000+ 
families in the eastern part of Jefferson County, Kentucky known as Hikes Point. It was estimated that $25,000 would need 
to be raised to start the Fire Department. Before the end of the meeting over $7,000 was pledged and a Fire Department was 
born, the Hikes Point Volunteer Fire Department.  The Fire Department was to be funded by donations and $25.00 subscrip-
tions from property owners. Daniel Boone, the Director of the Jefferson County Fire Program estimated that residents would 
save up to 65% on their insurance programs with the proposed new fire station. 
 

Jefferson County Government was solicited in hopes of obtaining some free property on Taylorsville Road for 
the sta-tion. In May of 1955, Roy F. McMahan Sr., donated a lot near his proposed shopping center and the Hikes Point Bowl-
ing Lanes on Hunsinger Lane, for the fire station. In return for the donation and due to the close proximity of the fire 
station to his proposed shopping center, the Fire Department was named McMahan Center Volunteer Fire Department. Build-
ing plans were drawn up and a contract was awarded to Wilson Stoess Company to construct the 30 foot by 60 foot building 
for a total cost of $11, 875.00. The new fire station included space for 2 fire trucks, a kitchen, 2 bathrooms, and an equip-
ment storage room. Larry Burnett of Bryant-Burnett Heating, and a trustee with the City of St. Regis Park, provided 
the heating system for the lire station gratis. This was just one of the many donations that were received from civic 
minded persons and firms. Today, the fire station at 3018 Hunsinger Lane is utilized as a storage a building by the McMahan 
Group. 
 

As of July 1, 1955, over $13,500 had been committed to the new Fire Department. The target date for the new 
equip-ment to arrive was September 1, 1955, and the scheduled completion date of the new fire station was October 1, 
1955. John S. Westerman of Houston Acres was Selected as the first Fire Chief. 
 

The first new fire engine was scheduled to arrive on January 21, 1956. By that time, the building had been completed, the 
hose and equipment had been delivered, and the house siren had been installed. Volunteer fire fighters were eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of the new fire engine to start their training process. McMahan Center Volunteer Fire Department offi-
cially went into service on February 1, 1956, after receiving their official rating as a Fire Department on January 21, 1956. 
 

On March 3, 1956, an open house was scheduled to give the public an opportunity to inspect the new fire station, truck and 
equipment. County Judge Bertram Van Arsdale made the dedication. Along with the open house, a raffle was held for a 1956 
Pontiac and a 1956 24" Motorola TV, with the proceeds of the $5 chances being uti-lized to purchase additional 
equipment and protective clothing. 
 

Twenty-two additional volunteer tire fighters signed up for the Tuesday evening training sessions which began on March 
5, 1956. These volunteers were required to obtain 20 hours of training before they could actually go into service. 
 

July 1956, brought the first fund raising effort. "Fun-0-Rama" ran from July 10th to the 15th. With a carnival type atmosphere 
including Ferris wheels, merry-go-round, and horse rides, the Fire Department was trying to raise funds to pay off their mort-
gage of $9,000 on their first fire engine. Various neighborhood organizations such as St. Regis Park and Lincolnshire 
worked such booths as the grocery booth, sportsman's booth, and candy booth with ticket prices being 5 or 10 cents. This 
find raising effort netted the Fire Department over $2,200. 
 

By July of 1956, the area was already star t ing to  develop, and according to  Thomas Wilder, President of the Fire De-
partment, consideration was being made to purchase another engine for $18,000  as well as $2,000 in additional 
necessary equipment. 
 
 
 



1955 
McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:         
 

In January of 1957, Chief Inspector, William Reinert, under the direction of Chief McGhee, established the first Fire Preven-
tion Bureau in the nation in a volunteer Fire Department. All homes and business-es within their jurisdiction were 
inspected on a year round basis. The National Fire Protection Association conveyed an award to the Fire Department for 
their leadership in fire safety. Chief McGhee stated that "we have fine equipment and a nice shiny new truck, but nothing 
would make us happier than to never have to use it." 
 

The original pumper was a 1956 Seagrave and was designated "Mac 1". The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment provided an additional pumper for a dollar, a 1941 Ford, designated "Mac 2", to help the Fire Department get 
started. In 1959, a Ford/American pumper with a 1000 gallon water tank was purchased and designated "Mac 3". Dur-
ing this time period fire hydrants were few and far between and this "hydrant on wheels" proved to be very useful. 
 

In 1962, a Ford/Sutphen Pumper was purchased to replace the original "Mac 2". This unit had a front mount 
pump that would allow it to pump and roll at the same time. Since the area was largely undeveloped, field fires were a 
major concern and this unit would allow the Fire Department to better handle them. Lillian H. Barth donated a set of hy-
draulic tools known as a "Porto-Power" to help the Fire Department with vehicle accidents. This unit is still in service as a 
parade piece and auxiliary pumper. In August of 1965, Chief James Wetherby proudly reported to the residents of the St. 
Regis Park that the Fire Department was one of 4 across the County that had achieved a Class 6 fire insurance rating. It 
was also during this time period that McMahan became one of the first Fire Departments to sign up for the new 
Central dispatch. 
 

In 1966, Albert F. "Sam" Barth took over as Chief and set the standard for a one (1) minute response time that is still 
the standard today. His fellow firefighters alleged that he slept in his car or had a radio at his bed, because no one in the 
County could go "10-6" any quicker than he. His son, Paul could be seen riding with him on many of the fires, getting 
dressed as they traveled down the road. 
 

It was during this time period that Louisville Fire Department contracted with Mc-Mahan for services. Fire run responses 
almost doubled over the next 3 years. Chief "Sam" Barth was known for his commit-ment and dedication. Funds were so tight 
that Chief Barth would take money out of his pocket to purchase equipment that was needed for the Fire Department. 
He purchased himself, the first portable Motorola hand held radio for the Department. He also had the only "dual channel" 
ten- ten portable monitor and could be seen carrying this one foot by one foot square box on his shoulder wherever he 
went so as not to miss a call. He never took a vacation and was proud of the fact that in 10 years, he never missed a fire 
run. 
 

Chief Albert Barth took a short sabbatical from the Fire Department in 1970 but returned in 1976 to serve on the Board of 
Trustees, where he served as Chairman until his death in November of 1993. 
 

In 1972, under the leadership of Chief Alvin Sutt, a Ford/Pirsch Quad was purchased to help protect the fast growing 
community and to replace the 1958 Ford/American pumper. The old "Mac 3" was sold to Ghent Fire Department in 
Ghent, Kentucky, Also in the early 1970's, the original fire station on Hunsinger Lane was remodeled to add 
office space and a large training room to help meet the needs of the quickly growing Fire Department and communi-
ty. 
 

1975 brought major changes to the Fire Department. The Fire Department became an independent taxing district and changed 
its name to McMahan Fire Protection District, to reflect this new finding source. A Holding Company was formed as 
well, that would allow the Fire District to borrow funds beyond their annual income. As the community grew 
and additional fire protection became necessary, this was a way of keeping up with the growth and preparing for the fu-
ture. 
 

In 1975, a Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt, a sister unit to the 1972 Ford!Pirsch Quad, was purchased to help keep up with the grow-
ing community needs. Unfortunately, the fire station on Hunsinger Lane would not house the new apparatus. The Hikes Point 
area was becoming increasingly busy with traffic and this was the opportunity to move away from this traffic 
congested area. Under the leadership of Chief Paul O'Leary, a site was chosen on Taylorsville Road and a new building 
was built. The new building was "state of the art" and included 3 apparatus bays, a large storage room, large training room, 
and additional office space. Unfortunately the building wasn't completed until after the delivery of the 1975 Ford/Pirsch 
Telesqurt. The Jeffersontown Fire Protection District gladly housed the unit until the fire station was completed. In May of 
1975, the new build-ing was completed at a cost of $352,000 and shortly thereafter, the 1956 Seagrave, "Mac I ", was 
sold. On August 4, 1975, the old fire station on Hunsinger Lane was sold for $70,000 and the old house siren was sold 
to Pleasure Ridge Park Fire Dis-trict for their station #5, where it still sits today. 
 

1977 marked the year that the Fire Dis-trict received their first powered, hydraulic rescue tools. From the assistance of 
many donations including the Meadow Heights Women's Club, and the Sterling Road Association, a complete set of Hurst 
"Jaws" was purchased by Chief O'Leary. A service van was converted to carry these along with other rescue and sal-
vage tools. Under the leadership of Chief Larry Schweitzer, a 1978 Pirsch Pumper was purchased to both add to the 
fleet, and to modernize the apparatus. This was the first diesel apparatus for the Fire Department. This unit was sold 
to Dixie Suburban Fire District in 2004 and is still in use today as one of their front line pumpers. In 1979, the Insurance 
Services Office inspected the Fire District and awarded a class 4 insurance rating. McMahan was one of six (6) Fire Depart-
ments across the County with this high rating. In 1981, also under the leadership of Chief Larry Schweitzer, a Ford! Sauls-
bury rescue truck was purchased to carry the many tools that had previously been carried on a service van. Vehicle 
rescues were a major problem for the Fire District at that time, due to the ever increasing traffic flow in Hikes Point and 
Interstate 64. This unit had a front mount winch, on board generator, and many storage compartments. The unit was sold in 
1986 to St. Matthews Fire Protection District for use as a command van and ambulance. It now resides at the Anchorage Fire 
Protection Dis-trict where it is utilized as a Command and Mobile Radio Control Center for the entire city of Anchorage. 
 

On August 1, 1983, a new era had begun, and the first career firefighters were hired. Chief Paul Barth was hired as 
the first career Fire Chief, with his responsibilities to administrate and oversee the operations of the Fire District on 
a full time basis. With the growing requests for public education programs and to keep up with the "explosion" of new 
construction, a Fire 
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:         
 

Prevention/Public Education Offi-cer, Bill Renninger, was added to the ca-reer staff. Shortly thereafter in 1985, 2 ad-
ditional career fire-fighters were added to help maintain the station and apparatus as well as perform maintenance duties. 
Chief Barth's philosophy was that "the volunteer firefighters time given to the Department should be spent on training 
and making fire run responses, not cleaning hose and fire apparatus". 
 

In 1984, under the leadership of Chief Paul Barth, the Fire District received a Class 2 fire insurance rating by 
the Insurance Services Office. At the time, this Fire District was one of only two in Jefferson County receiving this high 
rating. This rating gave residents and businesses in our area, the cheapest fire insurance rates possible. This rating 
still holds true today, over 20 years later. 
 

In 1986, in an effort to demonstrate how equipment and apparatus could be shared across the County along with true taxpayer 
savings, a Ford/Super Vacuum Air, Light, and Power Apparatus was  purchased.  This unit carries 72 spare air bot-
tles, has a 6 bottle cascade system, an on-board air compressor and a 20,000 watt hydraulic generator. This apparatus is used 
throughout Jefferson County and from time to time responds outside Jefferson County and to many areas of Southern Indiana. 
The pur-chase of this unit has been the catalyst for other Fire Districts to purchase specialized equipment and apparatus to 
share. In 1986, a service van was purchased to replace the 1977 service van that was growing tired after being utilized 
as both a service vehicle, and a rescue vehicle. The 1977 service van was sold to St. Matthews Fire Protec-tion District. 
 

1987 brought even more changes to the Fire District. Under the direction of Chief Paul Barth, the fire station was 
remodeled to add bay space, more office space, additional storage space, and dormitories where 7 volunteer Fire -
Fighters would live. With the addition of these new living quarters, the Fire District was able to provide a 1 minute 
response time 24 hours a day. This Fire Protection District was one of the first to try this new concept which today 
is the standard at most fire stations. 1987 also brought the addition of several more career Firefighters and a new 
Seagrave Pumper/Squrt. This unit was state of the art as far as fire suppression capabili ties and firefighter safety. With a 
4 door completely enclosed cab and air conditioning, firefighters would travel in a safe environment to incident scenes. 
How many times while you were hanging off of the back of one of the older pumpers, did you look down at the pave-
ment and pray that you didn't fall off? With 5 "quick lines" and a 1,000 gpm. nozzle elevated on a boom, this 
fire apparatus is equipped for the "big one". 
 

In an effort to show unity of the County Fire Service as a whole and to work towards a common goal of a unified fire pro-
tection system across Jefferson County, the official name of the Fire District was changed to Jefferson County Fire Protection 
District 14 - McMahan and the Jefferson County Fire Service logo was adopted. This name reflects both our official tax-
ing district number and the community we serve, yet shows unity to the other Fire Districts across the County. 
 

In 1996, the Fire District still boasted a Class 2 fire insurance rating and was constantly working to try and im-
prove that rating to become a Class 1. In fact, a 1996 rating by the insurance Services Offices put us within I or 2 
points of being a Class 1 Department, of which there are only 2 in the entire United States. A 1994 Seagrave Pumper/
Squirt which is a sister apparatus to the 1987 Seagrave Pumper/Squirt and a 1994 Seagrave 100' Aerial Ladder were 
purchased to replace two (2) apparatus that were retired from service. The 1994 Seagrave 100' Aerial Ladder is a mo-
bile "tool box" carrying rescue, medical, and salvage equipment. The 100' ladder is available to reach the upper floors of the 
several high rise buildings within the District. Also in 1994, the Hurst hydraulic rescue tools were retired and 2 new sets 
of Holmatro powered hydraulic tools were purchased. Rescue tools are now carried on the first out pumper as well as 
the aerial ladder. 
 

The 1972 Ford/Pirsch Quad was sold to Monroe Township Volunteer Fire Department in Henryville, Indiana 
where it serves as their front line pumper. The 1975 sister unit, the Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt was sold to Whitley City Vol-
unteer Fire Department in Whitley City, Kentucky. It will serve as their only aerial device and primary pumper. 
 

1994 brought the first night, career firefighter employed by the Fire District. Chief Paul Barth felt that someone should be 
at the fire station at all times. Additional career firefighters were hired bringing the total up to 6 full time and 1 part 
time. In September of 1994, the Fire District became involved in an E.M.T. -D and First Responder Program in conjunc-
tion with the Jefferson County Emergency Medical Services. The Fire District responds to all life threatening sit-
uations across our Fire District and in close proximity to the fire station. The front line apparatus are equipped with 
E.M.T. kits, oxygen kits, and other medical equipment to provide basic life support until the arrival of an ambu-
lance. In addition, 2 defibrillators were rotated among the apparatus and staff cars to provide "jump starting" 
of a heart if necessary.  In 1996, there were 18 E.M.T. - D's and 1 First Responder with several additional Firefighters cur-
rently in training. The new surname of McMah-an Fire & Rescue more clearly defined the services that the Fire Dis-
trict provides to its customers. 
 

Also in 1994, a new personnel carrier was purchased to replace the 1986 service van. With the number of volunteer fire-
fighters increasing and the current seating arrangements on the fire apparatus limiting our manpower to 6 per 
appara-tus, a supplemental vehicle was needed to transport fire-fighters. In 1995 a pick up truck was purchased for 
use as a medi-cal response vehicle and service unit. This unit was replaced in 1996 due to damages received from an acci-
dent.  Also in 1996, 3 new Ford Crown Victoria command cars were purchased to replace the 1991 models.  One of the 1991 
vehicles was kept for use as a medical response vehicle and staff car. 
 
Today (2005), the Fire District still boasts a Class 2 fire insurance rating. We have success-fully been able to continue 
this rating for well over 20 years. It has always been Chief Paul Barth's goal to achieve a Class I fire insurance 
rating, however, this may require a substantial increase in career staffing to achieve this goal. In October of 2004, the 
District took delivery of a 2004, 75 foot Seagrave Quint. This apparatus replaces the 1978 Pirsch pumper that had been in 
service for well over 20 years. The 1978 Pirsch pumper was sold to the Dixie Suburban Fire Protection District, and is 
being used as one of their front line ap-paratus. 
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:         
 

In 2002, we paved the way for a closest station response program in the District's South Hurstbourne Parkway corridor. We 
established a program with the Jeffersontown Fire Protection District, whereas they would automatically respond a 
pumper along with our Department, on all structural responses in that area. With this response program, we can insure 
that the closest unit to the incident, is truly responding. 
 

Due to changes in OSHA laws, we are now required to essentially have 2 full compa-nies, or 8 firefighters on the scene, before 
we can start our fire-fighting operations. The addition of this mutual aid arrange-ment, insures that there is no time 
lapse in our ability to perform our job function. 
 
In 2005, we expanded the program, and the Jeffersontown Fire Protection District now provides a pumper to all structural 
responses East of Breckenridge Lane. In a similar arrangement, the Buechel Fire Protection District provides a 
pumper on an automatic response, to the west side of Breckenridge Lane. Our entire Fire District is covered with an auto-
matic mutual aid response for all structural responses. It is the District's hope that an agreement which has been in the 
works with the Louisville Division of Fire over the last several years, will be finalized by the end of 2005, which will allow 
us to further improve this pro-gram, as well as providing similar services to areas within the Louisville Division of 
Fire boundaries. 
 

A similar "mutual aid" program for EMS responses is in the process of being developed which would allow for both the clos-
est unit to respond to the incident, no matter what the jurisdiction is, as well as cross-boundary mutual aid assistance 
when the primary responder is not available. 
 

The Fire District resisted until March of 2003, putting on 24/48 shift Fire Fighters. Since 1983 when the first employee 
was hired, the employees have always worked a standard 40 hour, Monday thru Friday work shift. Due to the in-
crease in run vol-ume, and our needs to ensure a "one minute" response time, it became necessary to move some 
of the 40 hour personnel to a 24 hour shift work. This means that an employee will work a 24 hour shift at the fire sta-
tion, then is off for 48 hours until the next shift. 
 

Fortunately, Chief Paul Barth had the foresight to build a Dorm for firefighters in the fire station during renovations that oc-
curred in 1987.  For many years, only volunteer firefighters lived in the Dorm.  Today, this facility is shared by both volunteer 
and career firefighters. 
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Courtesy Kint Tully, January 1955: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JP Terry, firefighter and board member at his service station 

Betsy, S2 1941 Ford Seagrave pumper — Betsy 
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1955 Solicitation letter: 
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January 6, 1955: 
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January 1, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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January 13, 1955:  Board meeting:    
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January, 1955  The Voice Of St. Matthews:                New Y.M.C.A. 
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January 23, 1955 , The Courier-Journal 

Courtesy https://historiclouisville.weebly.com/east--some-
suburbs.html#PhotoSwipe1536980957473 
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January 14, 1955, Letters:   
 

 
January 12, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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January 28, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
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February 3, 1955: 
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February 5,& 8, 1955, Letters: 

February 9, 1955, The Courier-Journal:   
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February 10, 1955:  Board meeting:   
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February 10, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                February 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Mat-
thews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 24, 1955, The Voice Of St. 
Matthews: 
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February 19, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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February 24, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                March 3, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 1, 1955, The Courier-Journal:  
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March 7, 1955, Letter:                       March 10, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 10, 1955:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 10, 1955, The Courier-Journal: 
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March 13, 1955, The Courier-Journal   March 17, 1955, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
March 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 29, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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March 31, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Former STMFD firefighter 
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April 7, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 1955, Letter: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1955 
 

April 14, 1955:  Board meeting:     
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April 14, 1955, Letter:   
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April 14, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
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April 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 

April 28, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
. 

  



1955 
 

May 5, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  
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May 5, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 13, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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May 12, 1955:  Board meeting:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
May 23, 1955, The Courier-Journal:    
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May 19, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 

NOTE:  This shop served as 
temporary quarters for  
STMFD during the very 
early years.  Also over the 
years many STMFD fire-
fighters worked here. 

Future “Big Boy” 

May 16, 1955, The Voice-
Jeffersonian: 
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May 26, 1955: The Voice Of St. Matthews:          May 29, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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June 4, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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June 9, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 

 
June 9 and October 4, 1955, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Emrich, future Board member 
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June 9, 1955:  Board meeting:   
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June 16, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:    
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June 30, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:    
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July 9, 1955, The Courier-Journal:  
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July 14, 1955: Annual Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 15, 1955, The Courier-
Journal:  
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July 14, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 26, 1955:       Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Asso-
ciation 
John M. Monohan and George E. Miller, president and secretary, respectively, of the St. Matthews 
Volunteer Fire Association, a non profit corporation without capital stock, organized and created 
under Articles recorded in the Jefferson County Court Clerk’s Office of Kentucky dated July 9, 
1941, and of record in Corporation Book 48, page 451, and also of record in the office of the secre-
tary of state of Kentucky at Frankfort, Kentucky, do hereby certify that a majority of the mem-
bers of said St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, who were present at a meeting held at 117 
St. Mathews Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky, duly called upon notice given to all members of said 
Association notifying them of the specific purpose to amend the Articles of said Association as 
hereinafter indicated, and all members having been given notice of the time, place and purpose of 
said meeting, it was moved and seconded at said meeting that the articles of Incorporation of the 
St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association to amend as hereinafter set out and said motion being put 
to a vote, passed unanimously and was adopted by the vote of the holders of the majority of the 
voting power of all members of said Association present at said meeting and entitled to vote, by 
virtue of which said Articles of Incorporation of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association were 
ordered and same are amended as follows: 
“Upon death or resignation of any member of the corporation the directors then holding office of 
the corporation shall have the power to fill such vacancy by electing a successor for the person so 
dying or so resigning by a majority vote of said directors present at the meeting, and the term of 
the members so elected shall be until his death or resignation as aforesaid.”  “If the purpose for 
which the corporation was 
originally created under its 
charter recorded December 
29, 1939, and of record in 
Corporation Book 47, page 
598, Jefferson County Court 
Clerk’s Office of Kentucky, 
ceases to exist, then a majori-
ty of the directors may re-
duce all of the assets of the 
corporation and dissolve the 
corporation by distributing 
the cash assets, to civic or-
ganizations, churches, public 
libraries, hospitals, institu-
tions for the poor, or com-
munity chest, which are situ-
ated and have their office 
and principal place of busi-
ness in the State of Ken-
tucky, or such persons who, 
in the opinion of the direc-
tors, are entitled to compen-
sation for loyal and valuable 
services rendered the corpo-
ration.” 
“The duration of said corpo-
ration shall be perpetual.”                         
Last page 
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July 26, 1955:       Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Asso-
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July 26, 1955:       Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Asso-



1955 
 

Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Section from 
major street plan prepared by Harland Bartholomew and Associates, St. Louis, for the Louisville 
and Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan, dated July 1955. 
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July 28, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 4, 1955, The Courier-Journal 
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August 8, 1955, Letter: 
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August 11, 1955:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 11, 1955:  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 27, 1955:  SAFE DRIVING DAY flag to fly on accident free days was presented to the de-
partment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1955 
 
September 8, 1955:  Board meeting:     August 30, 1955, The Courier-Journal:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1955 
 

September 15, 1955,  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1955 
 

September 28, 1955,  The Courier-Journal: 



1955 
September 29, 1955,  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1955 
October 4, 1955, The Courier-Journal:   



1955 
 

October 4, 1955,  The Louisville Times: 

 



1955 
 

Courtesy The Courier-Journal, October 4, 1955: 
 

Bilharz Says He Couldn’t Arouse Wife Before Fatal Fire 



1955 
October 5, 1955, The Courier-Journal:   



1955 
October 6, 1955, The Courier-Journal:   



1955 
October 7, 1955, The Courier-Journal:   



1955 
 

October 10, 1955, The Courier-Journal   



1955 
 

October 13, 1955:  Board meeting:   

October 13, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1955 
 

October 14, 1955, The Courier-Journal:  



1955 
 
October 18, 1955:  Meeting and inspection and visit to Palmer-Ball Plant. 

 
 



1955 
Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1955 
 

October 20, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1955 

November 10, 1955:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 12, 1955:  Let-
ter:   



1955 
 
November, 1955:  Unknown Newspaper article, Rolling Fields Ballot Is Set On Annexation Prop-
erty Owners Will Vote Monday:  Property owners in Rolling Fields subdivision will vote at 7:30 
p.m. Monday at Chenoweth Elementary School on whether they wish to be annexed by Louisville. 
Waller Grogan, 429 Country Lane, who heads a seven man committee of Rolling fields residents, 
said a letter was drafted last night that will go to the subdivision’s 230 property owners. 
Grogan said ballots on which property owners will vote at the meeting will go with the letters.  The 
vote will be taken after the pros and cons of annexation are discussed. 
Letters Going Out Soon:  The letters, which will go out in the next day or two, will quote the met-
ropolitan Sewer District as saying the cost to property owners of extending City sewer lines to the 
subdivision will be from $350,000 to $400,000, Grogan said.  The letter also will say it will take 
about two years before the lines are installed.   
Grogan said his committee understands Morris Foreman, chief engineer for M.S.D., will be at the 
meeting to explain the details of extending sewer service to the subdivision.  Grogan added it was 
understood that Mayor Broaddus also would attend. 
Broaddus has promised Rolling Fields would not be annexed unless a majority of the property 
owners approved. 
Ordinance Passed:  Louisville’s Board of Alderman last Tuesday passed a long-pending ordinance 
proposing to annex the 172-acre subdivision.  But it was emphasized that it was a move to keep 
alive the City’s proposal, which otherwise would have died. 
Louisville cannot annex the area until 30 days after passage of the ordinance, which allows proper-
ty owners wishing to block annexation an opportunity to file court suits. 
 
November 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 



1955 
 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, November 24, 1955: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aerial view showing Watterson Expressway before completion North of Shelbyville Road and 
the completed Shelbyville Road Plaza.  By Billy Davis, 7 July 1960.  Louisville Since The Twen-
ties, 192.  Below, 1967 photo, Billy Davis Collection, University of Louisville Photographic Ar-

chives. 
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 November 24, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                           November 28, 1955, Letter:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1955 
                  

December 1, 1955, Sign in sheet:                                                      December 5, 1955, Letter:  
 

 
 
December 6, 1955, Letter:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1955 
                  

December 8, 1955, Board meeting 

 
 
 
 



1955 
 

December 8, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:   

 
December 13, 1955, The Courier-Journal:  



1955 
 

December 15, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:                   December 22, 1955, The Voice of St. Mat-
thews:   



1955 
 

December 28, 1955, Letter:                                                       December 30, 1955, Letter: 

 
December 22, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:   



1955 
December 31, 1955:  Grass & weed fire  11:50 a.m.  375 Foeburn Way 



1955 
1955 “Ready to Roll.” 



1955 
1955: STMFD Apparatus and Personnel, taken in lot across from the firehouse at 117 St. Mat-
thews Avenue.   
 

 



1955 
 

Fire Statistics For 1955 
 
 
Total number of fire runs:  96 
Total working fires:    7 
Total hours fire fighting:  31 1/2 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  1,800 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  1,700 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:   
Number of A. M. runs:  34 
Number of P. M. runs:  63 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
Engine 1:  69     House   48 
Engine 2:  12     Commercial  8 
Engine 3::  28     Automobile  13 
Quad:   24     Field & trash  17 
        Miscellaneous 8 
        Malicious false 3 
Working fires: 
1/21/1955 7:35 p.m. House, 3721 Edmond Lane, fire above fireplace 
3/6/1955  6:30 p.m. House, 133 St. Matthews Avenue 
9/25/1955 2:08 a.m. Shed, Thierman Lane & U. S. 60 
9/28/1955 7:43 p.m. Out building, 3819 Washington 
10/3/1955 9:42 p.m. House, 3709 Fairway Lane, fire in bedroom, 1 fatality 
11/29/1955 1:10 p.m. House, 300 Sprite Road, fire in attic 
12/22/1955 9:25 a.m. House under construction – basement fire, Mount Vernon Rd. in St. 
Regis Park.  (McMahan VFD  organized but not operational as of this date.) 
 
Responded to two separate rescues at auto accidents, one man killed at each accident. 



1955 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1955 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1955 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1955 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 

 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 

 



1955 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 



1955 
STMFD Fire charts made by Al Ring                 total 97—-7 working 
 



1955 
STMFD Fire charts made by Al Ring                 total 97—-7 working 

 



1955 
 

Board Of Directors 
 
Fred C. Boss  
Marty A. Kamer 
George E. Miller 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
Louis H. Schweitzer 
James “JP” Terry 
William Leland Wilson 
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder 
 
 
 

Officers 
 
Chief John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt 
Captain Marty A. Kamer 
Captain James “JP” Terry 
Captain George R. Westwood 
Lieutenant John V. Kaster 
Lieutenant R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr. 
Lieutenant Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder 

Firefighters 
C. Fred Baringer 
William T. Beeson 
Pete Blackwell 
Jim F. Brenzel 
Robert “Bob” Brenzel 
John J. Carr 
Paul L. Dawson 
Denny Engnehl 
Walter N. Fletcher, Jr. 
Franklin R. Florence 
Ed Foley 
“PJ” Grimes, Jr. 
Al Haeberlin 
George Haeberlin 
G. William Haffler 
W. Rich Herdt 
Gene R. Herrick 
Rudy E. Kaster 
Ralph E. Kempf 
Benjamin F. Kuchenbrod, 
Jr. 
Alan “Mac” McNally 

1955 
 

Henry L. McCoy 
William E. “Bill” Medina 
Welles P. Meyer 
W. “Tommy” Miller 
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Phillip R. Resch 
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson 
John B. “Bailey” Ross 
Marty J. Rueff 
Paul B. Sauer 
Philip “Leakey” Schneider 
Richard Harvey Schultze 
Melvin Shrode 
W. L. “Billy” Smith, Jr. 
Dan J. Sullivan 
Edward P. Sullivan 
John K. Kint Tully 
Robert F. Turner 
James L. “Jimmy” Webb 
James A. Weixler 



1956 
January 1, 1956:  Walser Building Fire: 
January 5, 1956:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Holiday Calls Delaying Alarm, Fire Wipes Out Wal-
ser Office, Vehicles.  The first fire in St. Matthews in 1956 did a job of total destruction. 
 
It completely wiped out the offices, a storage facilities and equipment of John A. Walser, architec-
tural engineer and one of St. Matthews leading builders, at 4050 Westport Road. 
 
The fire broke out just 20 minutes after the New Year had been welcomed in.  Men and women, 
still in their New Year’s party hats, came from homes in the neighborhood to watch four trucks 
and 32 men from the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department fight the blaze for eight hours. 
 
Also pitching in was a truck and a crew from the Lyndon Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
Fire Captain V. A. Beam of the St. Matthews Department reported that at least three different 
people tried for 15 minutes to telephone the 
alarm to the operator, but the lines were 
blocked with holiday calls. 
 
When the firemen finally did get the alarm 
and were ready to work, the fire had gone so 
far that they could only keep it from spread-
ing. 
 
At that, nearby garages on Ridgeway Avenue 
were slightly damaged.  Mr. Walser put the 
loss at $50,000 to $55,000.  Construction had 
not quite been completed on a new 41 by 105 
foot frame building Mr. Walser was putting up 
to give him additional storage space.  This was 
burned along with a residence he had convert-
ed to office use, and two other older buildings, 
one 40 by 80 feet, and the other 44 by 50 feet.  
Five trucks and a tractor were also burned. 
 
Mr. Walser said his company would continue 
its residential building program now under-
way in Marydale and Beechwood Village.  
However, he said, the fire will slow down much 
of his work. 
 
The fire started in the back part of the old 
building, he said.  Cause was undetermined.  
The St. Matthews Fire Department said there 
was no evidence of arson. 
 
Mr. Walser has been a builder 20 years, work-
ing out of St. Matthews since 1946.  He has 
been at his present address since 1950.  He said 
he could not tell now whether or not he will 
rebuild what the fire destroyed. 
 
The fire came as a climax to a busy holiday 
season during which the St. Matthews Depart-
ment answered seven fire calls, one a false 
alarm. 
 
Other alarms here:  December 23-residence, 
403 Wendover, Mrs. J. S. Moss, in basement, 
flue on the furnace stopped up, out on arrival.  
December 25—trash fire in yard at 3704 St. 
Germaine, home of Allan Watts.  December 
26—trash fire, 3903 Warner.  December 29—
false alarm reported a furnace fire at 451 Ma-
con.  December 30—375 Foeburn, burning 
trash in yard.  January 1—the Walser fire.  
January 3—236 Breckinridge Lane, rear, 
weeds in the backyard set afire by burning 
trash. 



1956 
 
January 1, 1956:  Holiday Calls Delaying Alarm, Fire Wipes Out Walser Office, Vehicles. 
Mr. Walser was a major developer in the area.  Just after midnight a major fire destroyed his op-
eration at 4050 Westport Road.  32 firefighters fought the fire.  The fire destroyed the offices, 
storage area and vehicles.  The alarm was delayed because of the amount of holiday calls (a few 
minutes after midnight New Years day) prevented people from being able to call the alarm office. 
Damage was estimated at $50,000 to $55,000.00 dollars. 



1956 
January 1, 1956:  Walser Building Fire: 
 



1956 
January 1, 1956:     January 1 & 2, 1956, The Courier-Journal 



1956 
January 12, 1956: The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

Branger is a former STMFD 
firefighter, Hansen’s is former 

 

 

 



1956 
January 12, 1956, Board meeting:  



1956 
January 16 & 20, 1956, Letters:   

 
 

 
January 21, 1956, Letter:   
 
 
The departments was a much older ver-
sion of this unit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1956 
January 14, 1956:  Trailer fire in “Bauer Avenue Trailer Park,” east side of Bauer Avenue be-
tween Frankfort Avenue and Lexington Road.  Trailer Park was in middle of 100 block on east 
side.  Fire Department records showed working fire at 3701 Lexington Road.  On first picture, 
Frank Florence is entering the trailer. 
 

 
 
 
 

We think this goes with this fire: 



1956 
January 19, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

January 25, 1956, Unknown: 



1956 
January 19, 1956, The Courier-Journal 



1956 
January 26, 1956:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Fire-Fighting Easier Now, Thinks Capt. Beam.  
Despite St. Matthews growth in population, the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department doesn’t 
have to work nearly so hard as it used to, said Captain V. A. Beam. 
 
Now 71, the upright, vigorous old fireman, the only paid man on the St. Matthews Department, 
said the local firemen used to have “real workouts” a good deal of the time.  But now things are 
quieter under better control. 
 
For one thing, he said, there are a lot less fires here than there used to be, thanks to the Fire Pre-
vention program of recent years.  Then, too, the local firemen have learned to solve there prob-
lems “the hard way.” 
 
“But training and experience” have raised the department “to the top,” he said, and now, under 
Chief John Monohan, it is rated one of the best in the state.  He reminded that the Louisville Fire 
Department’s chief told the Local Government Improvements Committee recently that the St. 
Matthews Department was “very efficient—second to none.” 
 
The Captain has been an employee of the St. Matthews Fire Department since September, 1954.  
It seems the state retirement law caught up with him that year, and on July 1 forced him to end a 
37-year career. 
 
The St. Matthews Department hearing of this, quickly hired him.  He takes care of the office from 
8:30 to 4 every day, and if you call the Department during those hours, his is the voice you hear. 
 
Though he lives at 18th and Algonquin the Captain is no stranger to the St. Matthews area.  Quite 
the contrary.  When the local fire department years ago bought its first equipment, he came out 
from the Louisville Fire Department, and helped train the men here. 
 
In 1940 he was transferred to the education division of the State Fire Department, and every two 
or three years came out here to conduct a training school for the local firemen.  And every Tues-
day night he stays on out here and trains the St. Matthews firemen. 
 
The Captain is from a distillery family.  He came to Louisville when he was 20 to get away from 
the distillery business.  He remembers his job as stock boy at Bacon’s where he worked with an-
other country boy, Andy Morris, now president-emeritus of Bacon’s. 
 
In 1917, World War I had made the Louisville Fire Department so short-handed that the firemen 
couldn’t take time out to eat meals.  The captain was asked to help for the duration, and he 
agreed, making the rounds of five engine companies relieving the men for meals. 
 
When the first steam engine apparatus came along in 1913, replacing the horse-drawn fire equip-
ment, it was discovered that Captain Beam knew something about steam engines.  The Depart-
ment put him on it at 20th and Madison and he says he never had a moment’s trouble with it, alt-
hough it had failed to operate on two or three other runs before it was given to him. 
 
He and three buddies learned all about the new instrument, and he was brought to headquarters 
to break in men on the pumpers as they arrived. 
 
So his service “for the duration” lasted 23 years, until in 1940 he went 
with the state. 
 
Though vigorous in mind and body, the captain at 71 is having trouble 
with his eyes.  This is a result of the Mengel fire at 13th and Dumesnil 
more than 20 years ago.  He calls this fire on of the worst in Louisville’s 
history, second only to the Hughes Lumber Co. fire. 
 
While fighting the fire, his eyes were filled with smoke and some kind of 
acid which later blinded another fireman.  But luckily for him, his sister-
in-law was a registered nurse, and he credits her treatment of his eyes 
when he got home with saving his sight. 
 
One other event in his long career stands out in the captain’s mind.  This 
was when the Louisville Fire Department had to wage a long fight in the 
193_ State Legislature to keep the Department out of politics.,  The fire-
man won. 
 
The captain is married and has three children and six grandchildren. 



1956 
January 26, 1956:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 

 

 



1956 
January 26, 1956:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 



1956 
Captain V. A. Beam of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department reported that there were 109 
fires reported to the department in 1955, plus five false alarms.  The 1954 figures were 84 calls, 
plus nine false alarms. 
 
The Voice Of St. Matthews:  January 31, 1957,                Walser Building Nears Completion 
 
Builder John Walser announced last week that tenants will begin to move into his new, modern 
building at Westport Road about February 1. 
 
However, the building and landscaping won’t be completely finished until about April 1, he said. 
 
The two-story building, with about 16,000 square feet of floor space, plus the 180 by 200 foot lot, is 
valued at about $250,000.  Mr. Walser started construction after another building he owned on 
that site was destroyed by fire on January 1, 1956. 
 
Mr. Walser said most of the space already has been rented out.  Tweed and Tartan, a ladies’ wear 
shop has rented the front on Westport Road, he said.  All the rest is office space. 
 
He said the upstairs already has been taken by the following:  State Farm Mutual Insurance’s ad-
justing office, Asphalt Institute of Kentucky, Tecon Engineers, the Kentucky District office of Pan 
Am, and realtor Harvey White. 
 
He said the Federal Housing Administration wants to take the entire first floor and move its Lou-
isville office there.  The request to do so is now going through channels in Washington, he said, 
and “we should know about February 1.” 
 
The parking lot will be asphalt covered and will hold about 70 cars, he said. 
 
The outside of the building is made of glass and porcelain panel., with aluminum windows frames 
and mullions.  The outside colors are a pinkish orange and a colonial blue. 
 
Mr. Walser, an architectural engineer, designed and built the building himself. 
 
Most of the east and west walls are made of a special glass, designed to keep down the heat from 
the rays of the sun, he said.  “It’s like the green glass used for that purpose in cars.” 
 
The building has “zoned” air-conditioning.  This system throws the bulk of its coolness to the cost 
side of the building in the morning and to the west in the afternoon, it follows the sun, he said. 
 
Mr. Walser said his building firm won’t have an office in the building.  For a while, he will stay in 
a storage building in the rear, and then find suitable quarters elsewhere. 
 
He explained he needed storage space for is building equipment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Replacement building that burned the first day of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
February 8, 1956, Bastian & Blessing, Int. photos of fountain at Taylor Drug store Shelbyville 
Road Plaza.  U of L Digital Collection, Royal Photo Company Collection. 
 



1956 

February 6, 1956, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 9, 1956,  
Board meeting:   

 
 
 
 

 



1956 
February 16, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 21 – 24, 1956:  Mel Zehnder and Captain Beam went to Memphis conference. 

 
 
 

February 23, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 1, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 



1956 
March 4, 1956, The Courier-Journal 



1956 
March 4, 1956, Bid:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 5, 1956, Letter 



1956 
March 8, 1956, Board Meeting:   



1956 
March 9, 1956, Notice:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 10, 1956, Letter:   



1956 
March 13, 1956, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 15, 1956, Letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1956 
March 22, 1956:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Martin Kamer Named Assistant Fire Chief.  The 
Board of Directors of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department appointed Martin A. Kamer, 
20 year veteran of the department, assistant fire chief. 
 
Mr. Kamer, a 38-year old native of St. Matthews will replace Richard Herdt as the active assistant 
to the Chief.  The board made the change when it felt that the more strenuous and hazardous du-
ties of assistant Fire Chief could be handled better by a “younger man.”  Mr. Herdt will retain his 
old title, however, and will assist in administrative functions. 
 
As assistant fire chief, Kamer will be Chief John Monohan’s right hand man in complete opera-
tions at the fire station and at the scene of fires.  Upon his appointment, Mr. Kamer praised the 
work of his predecessor and said he would do his best to do the very best of his ability to relieve 
some of the pressures on the Chief in protecting the lives and property of the community. 
 
Mr. Kamer, who is one of the Fire Departments “old timers,” started putting out fires when was 
18.  In 1954, he was captain of the department and is currently vice-president of the Volunteer 
Fireman’s Association. 
 
A graduate of Louisville Male High school in 1937, Mr. Kamer is employed by the Kroger Com-
pany.  He is now manager of the St. Matthews store on Lexington Road. 
 
He is married and has five children, three girls and two boys.  The Kamer’s live at 4103 Hillsboro 
Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1956 
March 27, 1956, The Courier-Journal:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

March 31, 1956, STMFD Fire Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1956 
April 5, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

 

 



1956 
April 7. 1956:  Fire at 109 Oxford Place.    Firefighters Henry McCoy, J. P. Kaster, Bailey Ross, J. 
B. Kaster at basement window.   Basement Fire. 



1956 
April 11, 1956, The Louisville-Times:                              April 12, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   



1956 
April 11, 1956, The Courier-Journal:    



1956 
April 12, 1956, Board meeting & Resolution:   



1956 
April 12, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews 

 



1956 
April 15, 1956, The Courier-Journal 



1956 
April 19, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 3, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

May 1, 1956, The Courier-Journal 



1956 
May 3, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 



1956 
May 10, 1956, Board meeting:   



1956 
May 17, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 17, 1956:  Bad Wiring Starts Fire In Bedroom.  A first-floor 
bedroom at 4108 Delridge was “pretty well burned out” when a fire 
traced to defective electrical wiring broke out there last Thursday, 
May 17 at 9:30 a.m.  The St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen spent 
almost an hour fighting the fire managing to keep it isolated to the 
one room .  No one was injured, since the residents were outside at 
the time of the fire.  The fire was reported by a neighbor. 
 
While he could not estimate the cost of the damage, Captain Beam 
of the Volunteers said the bedroom was “pretty well burned out.” 
 
The fire was caused by defective wiring, he said.  After inspecting 
other parts of the house, Captain Beam found the electrical wiring 
there to be a “fine mess.” 
 
“I never saw so many wires so poorly located,” he said.  They ran 
under rugs, around heating pipes, all over the place.  It was not at 
all unusual that a fire broke out, considering these conditions.” 
 
Captain Beam said that, according to the April issue of the Fire 
News Bulletin, more fires this year have been caused by careless 
wiring and overloading of electrical circuits than by smoking or 
careless use of matches. 
 
The Volunteers had one other call this week.  On Sunday, May 20, 
at 2:10 a.m. they were called to Lexington Road and Frankfort Av-
enue to wash gasoline of the street caused by an automobile acci-
dent there. 
 
 



1956 
May 22, 1956:  St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Dept., 117 St. Matthews Avenue, St. Matthews, Ken-
tucky, Gentlemen;   The purpose of this letter is to thank you for the prompt and efficient han-
dling of the fire that occurred in my home on Thursday morning May 17th.  A few more minutes 
and it could have been a very disastrous fire.   A careful manner in which you cleaned up the 
room was certainly appreciated. 
 
Thanks again and I will always be a booster for the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department.  
Yours very truly, L. C. Moore, 4108 Dellridge Drive, St. Matthews, Ky. 

 
 
May 23 & 31, 1956, Letters:   
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Courtesy Marty Kamer, June 1956: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
May 29, 1956, STMFD Fire Report         June 8, 1956, The Courier-Journal                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 June 7, 1956, STMFD Fire Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
During Week Keep Volunteers Busy:  The St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen were kept on the run 
last Tuesday May 29 with three calls, two of them only a few hours apart.   
 
At 3:05 p.m. they answered a call from 27 
Ridgewood Road, where they found smoke 
shooting from the attic of the residence 
there.  It was mostly a “scare” since the fire 
was not enough to do any damage. 
 
At 5:25 p.m. the firemen rushed to 313 
Tyne Road where a fire had broken out in 
a bedroom clothes closet.  This one was 
somewhat more serous, since most of the 
clothes belonging to the lady of the house 
were completely destroyed.  The cause of 
the fire was undetermined.   
 
Then at 10:25 p.m. the boys answered a 
routine call from a residence at Blenheim 
and Ledyard Roads, in which they washed 
off gasoline or kerosene that had acci-
dentally been spilled in a shed there. 
 
On Wednesday, May 30, at 4:05 a.m. the 
volunteers were called by the Lyndon Fire 
Department to aid them in a house fire on 
Westport Road in the Briarwood Subdivi-
sion. 
 
The fire there, which was well on its way 
when discovered, completely destroyed a new home which the owners were supposed to move into 
the next day.  The cause of the fire was undetermined. 
 
On Sunday, June 3 at 9:45 p.m., the Eight Mile house got a “scare” when food cooking in the 
kitchen burned, causing the place to fill with smoke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
June 14, 1956:  Board meeting:   



1956 
June 14, 1956:  “Popcorn” Fire At Vogue Theatre Alarms Citizens.  The Vogue Theater, 3727 
Lexington Road, had the hottest popcorn in town last Thursday 
about 7:20 p.m. but nobody was buying any. 
 
The movie goers saw smoke pouring through the projector’s win-
dows and, after the Vogue’s assistant manager stopped the movie 
and informed them that the theater might be on fire, they marched 
calmly but hurriedly outside. 
 
The fire proved to be an overheated popcorn machine located in a 
second-story storeroom.  It was probably caused by popcorn oil be-
coming too hot, according to Captain V. A. beam of the St. Matthews 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
There was actually no fire, he said, but only a great deal of smoke.  
However, more than one citizen, including a Louisville radio station, 
reported the theater in flames and the fire station kept receiving calls 
long after they had investigated. 
 
Captain Beam said the people in the theater, most of who were chil-
dren, handled themselves well-it was the people passing by outside 
the theater who panicked. 
 
 
 
 
Coming from 
door: 
 
Bill Micou, J. 
P. Terry, 
Chief Mono-
han. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 22, 1956:  Five Firemen Go To School:  Fiver members of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire 
department left Tuesday morning for Lexington to begin classes in the Kentucky Fire School at 
the University of Kentucky. 
 
They were Assistant Chief Mary Kamer, Jack Monohan, Rannie Florence, Bobbie Brenzel, and 
Harvey Schultze. 
 
The school session lasts for three days and the Volunteers will return Friday.  In consists of lec-
tures on various fire-fighting techniques and is divided into four divisions-one given each year. 
 
At the end of each section, the volunteers will receive a certificate showing they have completed 
that particular phase of the school.  Then, at the end of the four years, they will receive a diploma. 
 
June 25, 1956:  St. Matthews Firemen To Pay For Street Light:  St. Matthews City Council last 
night accepted the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department’s offer to pay for installation of a 
street light directly across from its firehouse at 117 St. Matthews Avenue.  Cost of the mercury 
vapor light will be $285.  The Council agreed to pay maintenance costs, about $5.00 per month. 
 
 



1956 
June 28, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   



1956 
July 5, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 12, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 
 

 



1956 
July 11, 1956, Annual Board meeting:     July 18, 1956, STMFD Fire Report 



1956 
July 19, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

Courtesy of The Voice of St. Matthews, July 16, 
1959. Caption-Fairfax Building, built 1956. 

 



1956 
Courtesy The Courier-Journal & Louisville Times Company: The intersection of Shelbyville Road 
and Breckenridge Lane was already busy by 1956.  Saint Matthews Station shopping mall has re-
placed the drugstore.  This was the location of the old alarm station where Doc. Ogden set of the 
STMFD siren.   



1956 
July 26, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews 

Arch Davis, is the father of future firefighter 
Gar Davis 

Think July 1956, unknown: 



1956 
August 9, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Firemen Catch Fire In Time:  The St. Matthews fire-
men probably prevented a serious fire from breaking out in the Shelbyville Plaza last Thursday 
when a smaller one on the marquee of the Gateway Store there was discovered in time. 
 
The firemen were alerted at 7:05 p.m. when smoke was discovered rising from the marquee.  A 
fire smoldered beneath the tarpaper roofing covering the top of the marquee where repairs had 
been made earlier in the day. 
 
Apparently sparks from a welding torch used in the repair 
work had caused the fire.  The boys worked about an hour 
getting to the source and putting it out.  There was consider-
able damage to the roof of the marquee.  Captain V. A. 
Beam commented on the fire:  “It might have been very seri-
ous had it not been discovered when it was.  It must have 
been smoldering beneath the roofing for quite a while, and it 
was a good thing it ignited when it did instead of later in the 
evening when no one was around.” 
 
There wasn’t much trouble extinguishing it, he said.  “The 
hardest part was cleaning the tar off the boys who made the 
call.” 
 

August 9, 1956, Board meeting:   



1956 
August 23, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                      September 13, 1956, Board meeting:   

September 20, 1956, The Voice Of  
St. Matthews:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 22, 1956:  The Board sponsored a “big get-to-gather” for all 
firefighters. 
 



1956 
Unknown & September 16, 1956, STMFD Fire Reports 



1956 
September 17, 1956, The Courier-Journal:    

 



1956 
September 17, 1956, The Courier-Journal:    



1956 
September 20, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   



1956 
September 23, 1956, The Courier-Journal  



1956 
September 27, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   



1956 
September 27, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   



1956 
October 1, 1956:  544 Country Lane, Two story house under construction.  The house was fully 
involved when firefighters arrived.    October 1, 1956, STMFD Fire Report 



1956 
October 1, 1956:  544 Country Lane, Two story house under construction.  The house was fully 
involved when firefighters arrived.   



1956 
October 1, 1956:  544 Country Lane: 



1956 
October 9, 1956, Letter:                                                        October 12, 1956, Board meeting:   

 
 
 
October 25, 1956, The Voice Of St., Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
October 20, 1956, The Courier-Journal:                Louisville Wins Business Area 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 26, 1956, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
October 20, 1956, The Courier-Journal :                Louisville Wins Business Area of St. Matthews 



1956 
October 20, 1956, The Courier-Journal :                Louisville Wins Business Area of St. Matthews 

 



1956 
October 27, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 



1956 
October 27, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

Marty Kamer on far left 



1956 
October 27, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 



1956 
November 8, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                       Mallon Plan Loses 



1956 
November 9, 1956, Board meeting:   



1956 
November 15, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:            



1956 
November 22, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 29, 1956, The Voice Of St. 
Matthews:    
 

 
 



1956 
 
November 25 & 26, 1956, STMFD Fire Report 



1956 
November 27, 1956, The Courier-Journal:  



1956 
 

November 26, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Bullitt Weekend – Fire and Theft:  The Thanks-
giving holidays set off an ill-fated chain of events for William Marshall Bullitt and his son, Thom-
as Bullitt, and their families.  The senior Bullitt was victim of a much-published theft Sunday, 
when a large sum of cash was stolen from a wall safe in his Oxmoor Estate home. 
 
The amount has been variously reported somewhere between $30,000 and $274,000. 
 
Then, the very next day, the younger Bullitt was the victim of a fire that might have destroyed his 
home at 51 Calumet Road in Indian Hills had it not been for the speed and efficiency of the St. 
Matthews Volunteer Firemen. 
 
One room was pretty thoroughly burned out and the kitchen and attic seriously damaged when a 
fire broke out in a maids room there Monday at 11 a.m. 
 
Using two trucks the volunteers spent over an hour fighting the fire and keeping it isolated from 
the rest of the house.  Mrs. Bullitt reported the fire from a neighbors house when flames cut her 
off from the telephone.  Alt-
hough the trucks got there in 
record time, not waiting for 
full crew, the fire was well on 
its way before they arrived.  
Seven additional firemen were 
alerted by Captain V. A. Beam, 
who followed the trucks short-
ly after. 
 
According to Mr. Bullitt, the 
maid’s room “was pretty thor-
oughly burned out and will 
have to be replaced.”  Also, the 
kitchen was seriously dam-
aged, several main beams in 
the attic destroyed, and there 
was some water damage. 
 
Captain Beam said the water 
damage was “nothing beyond 
normal.”  He said that the 
smoke damage was “pretty 
heavy” and that from all indi-
cations the fire was caused by a 
faulty electrical heater.  No estimate 
of damages was given by either Mr. 
Bullitt or Captain Beam. 
 
Mr. Bullitt commended the St. Mat-
thews firemen for the work they did 
in putting out the fire.  “They did a 
first rate job,” he said.  “They got 
here in a minimum amount of time, 
and their speed in getting the fire 
under control probably saved the 
house.”  Like his father, Mr. Bullitt 
is an attorney with the firm of Bul-
litt, Dawson, and Tarrant. 
 
December 6, 1956,  
The Voice Of St., Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1956 
 

December 12, 1956, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 14, 1956, Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
 

December 23, 1956, The Courier-Journal 



1956 
 

December 27, 1956, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
      April 9, 1970, The Voice-Jeffersonian, Anniversary Edi-
tion: 

 

 



1956 
 

Fire Statistics For 1956 
 
 
Total number of fire runs:  102 
Total working fires:   11 
Total hours of fire fighting:  38 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  5,900 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  11,600 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:   
Number of A. M. runs:  42 
Number of P. M. runs:  60 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
Engine 1:  66     House   41 
Engine 2:  13     Commercial  18 
Engine 3:  33     Automobile  14 
Quad:   42     Field & trash  23 
        Miscellaneous 4 

       Malicious false 2 
 

Working fires: 
 

1/1/1956 12:20 a.m. John Walser Company, 4050 Westport Road 
1/14/1956 3:15 p.m. Trailer, 3701 Lexington Road 
4/7/1956 11:40 a.m. House, 109 Oxford Place, fire in basement 
4/30/1956 3:15 p.m. F. W. Woolworth, Shelbyville Road Plaza, fire in stock room 
5/17/1956 9:50 a.m. House, 4018 Delridge Road, fire in bedroom 
5/29/1956 5:25 p.m. House, 313 Tyne Road, fire in bedroom closet 
7/13/1956 7:35 a.m. House, 314 Bonner Avenue, struck by lightning 
9/16/1956 6:29 a.m. House, 4011 Elfin, fire in living room 
10/1/1956 9:57 p.m. House, 544 Country Lane, house under construction 
11/25/1956 4:40 a.m. Taxi Office, 310 Wallace Avenue 
11/26/1956 1:18 a.m. House, 51 Calumet, fire in maid’s room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1956 
 

Courtesy Rick Albers 



1956 
 

 



1956 
 

Courtesy Rick Albers 



1956 
 

Courtesy Rick Albers 



1956 
 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1956 
 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1956 
 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1956 
 

STMFD Fire charts made by Al Ring                 total102—-11 working 



1956 
 

STMFD Fire charts made by Al Ring                 total102—-11 working 



1956 
 

 

Board Of Directors 
 
Fred C. Boss  
Marty A. Kamer 
George E. Miller 
Henry A. Monohan 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
Louis H. Schweitzer, died April 9, 1956 
James “JP” Terry 
William Leland Wilson 
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder 
 

Officers 
 
Chief John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt 
Assistant Chief Marty A. Kamer 
Captain John V. Kaster 
Captain James “JP” Terry 
Captain George R. Westwood 
Captain R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr. 
Lieutenant John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Lieutenant Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder 

Firefighters 
C. Fred Baringer 
William T. Beeson 
Jim F. Brenzel 
Robert “Bob” Brenzel 
John J. Carr 
Paul L. Dawson 
Denny Engnehl 
Walter N. Fletcher, Jr. 
Franklin R. Florence 
Ed Foley 
“PJ” Grimes, Jr. 
Al Haeberlin 
George Haeberlin 
G. William Haffler 
W. Rich Herdt 
Gene R. Herrick 
Rudy E. Kaster 
Ralph E. Kempf 
Alan “Mac” McNally 
 
 
 

1956 
 

Henry L. McCoy 
Robert L. McGrath 
William E. “Bill” Medina 
Welles P. Meyer 
William T. Micou, Jr. 
Phillip R. Resch 
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson 
John B. “Bailey” Ross 
Marty J. Rueff 
Paul B. Sauer 
Philip “Leakey” Schneider 
Richard Harvey Schultze 
W. L. “Billy” Smith, Jr. 
Dan J. Sullivan 
John K. Kint Tully 
Robert F. Turner 
James L. “Jimmy” Webb 
James A. Weixler 
Walter L. Wernert 
W. W. “Bill” “Pop” Wriver 


